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On the Verge of Exile
For Children Adopted From Abroad, Lawbreaking Brings
Deportation

By Susan Levine
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, March 5, 2000; Page A01

MEDINA, Ohio—The Americanization of Joao Herbert began in
1987, when an 8-year-oid boy from Brazil flew north to become
the adopted son of a small-town Ohio insurance salesman and
hairdresser. Blessed with an ebullient spirit, he embraced his
new family, his new home, his new world. English quickly
replaced Portuguese. Football eventually supplanted soccer.
By high school, his father boasts, he could nail a field goal
from 50 yards.

Unfortunately, by then he'd embraced some less desirable
aspects of American youth, too. Herbert fell in with the wrong
crowd, partied with booze and pot. And just two months after
high school graduation in 1997, he sold 7.5 ounces of
marijuana to a police informant in his home town of
Wadsworth.

This Friday, he stands to be kicked out of his adopted
country--for the rest of his life.

The U.S. government intends to banish Herbert--a first-time
offender sentenced only to probation and community
treatment--and send him back to an alien land. He knows no
one in Brazil, and he no longer understands the native tongue.
At 22, he has few recollections of his early years in Sao Paulo,
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